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Dr George X Zhang is Professor of Chinese and Director of the Centre for
Modern Languages, in the School of Liberal Arts of the university. He has
over thirty years’ experience in language teaching in British and Chinese
universities as well as commercial experience in management consultancy
and training. He completed his undergraduate and postgraduate studies in
China and obtained his PhD from the University of Nottingham in 1991. He
was first appointed as a professor in language education by a Chinese
university in 1994.

Before joining Richmond University, Professor Zhang was the Director of SOAS (School of Oriental and African
Studies) Language Centre, University of London and the Director of London Confucius Institute (the first
Confucius Institute in the UK). He has participated and managed quite a few projects on Chinese language learning
and teaching, including EBCL (European Benchmarks for Chinese Language), the first EU funded non-European
language CEFR benchmark project (2010-12), which he coordinated between 2010 and 2011. He was the Chair of
British Chinese Language Teaching Society (BCLTS) between 2006 and 2008.

Professor Zhang is an Honorary Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Linguists, and an associate researcher of
PLIDAM, INALCO (institut national des langues et civilisations orientales). He also serves as a vice president for
the European Association of Chinese Teaching (EACT). As a language specialist, Professor Zhang sits on a number
of national and regional language education boards or organisations, and he also lectures extensively all over
Europe and other parts of the world.

Protessor Zhang has researched and published on language policy, language learning and teaching, teacher training,
intercultural communications and cross cultural business management. He is an author of a number of books,
including several Chinese language textbooks, of which the Chinese in Steps series won the Outstanding
International Chinese Teaching Material Award at the Fifth Confucius Conference in December 2010.

Research interests
¢ Bilingual education (English & Chinese)
e Chinese cultural studies
o Chinese language acquisition
o Cross cultural business development.
o Cultural linguistics
¢ History of language learning & teaching
e Intercultural communications
e Language leaming & teaching
e Language policy
e Language standards & assessment
e Language learning & teaching material development
e Teacher education & training
e Translation
e Teacher training

More information about Prof. Zhang https://www.richmond.ac.uk/faculty-research/school-of-general-
education-centre-of-modern-languages/professor-george -xinsheng-zhang/




